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SPEECH BY DON DUN5TAN. PREMIER OF SOUTH A U S T R A L I A . AT THE LAUNCHING 
OF C H A R L I E CHEESECAKE C H I L D R E N ' S SAFETY CAMPA IGN . 
2 2 n d O c t o b e r , 1 9 7 0 . 
MR. H A L L , 
MR. MOORE, 
L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN. ' 
TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE RETURN OF A YOUNG C I T I Z E N WHO WAS W E L L -
KNOWN IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A SOME TWENTY F I V E YEARS AGO - C H A R L I E 
C H E E S E C A K E . C H A R L I E ' S RETURN HAS ALREADY BEEN GREETED BY 
NOSTALG IC S M I L E S AMONG THE NOW ADULT PEOPLE WHO, AS CH I LDREN IN 
THE LATE ' F O R T I E S AND EARLY ' F I F T I E S , WERE ENTERTA INED AND 
INSTRUCTED BY HIS D ISASTROUS E X P L O I T S . HE IS REMEMBERED BY THEM -
THOSE THAT S U R V I V E D , THAT I S , THE K INDS OF MISADVENTURES C H A R L I E 
SUFFERED SO S P E C T A C U L A R L Y . 
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C H A R L I E , OF COURSE, D I D N ' T GET OFF SO E A S I L Y . HE MAY HAVE BEEN A 
COOL CAT - WITH INNUMERABLE L I V E S - BUT IN THE END HE HAD TO UNDERGO 
A 25 YEAR CONVALESCENCE . FROM MY POINT OF VIEW I THINK THAT 
C H A R L I E CHEESECAKE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED A B I T OF A HERO. AFTER 
A L L , H I S S U F F E R I N G S WERE DESIGNED TO POINT UP A CAUTIONARY MORAL . 
AND I B E L I E V E H E ' L L BE ABLE TO DO THE SAME JOB A G A I N . I HOPE SO . 
NEARLY 8 , 0 0 0 CH ILDREN WERE TREATED IN THE ADELA IDE C H I L D R E N ' S 
HOSP ITAL AS A RESULT OF ACC IDENTS IN 1 9 6 9 - D E S P I T E THE FACT THAT 
I N T E N S I V E AND VAR IED SAFETY CAMPAIGNS HAVE BEEN CONSTANTLY WAGED. 
OF COURSE , THE TECHNIQUE OF INSTRUCT ION USED BY THE CREATORS OF 
C H A R L I E CHEESECAKE APPROACHES THE SUB JECT OF -CH ILDREN•S SAFETY ON 
THE ROAD AND IN THE HOME FROM AN OBL IQUE A N G L E . 
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I t 15 DESIGNED TO E N T E R T A I N , INSTRUCT , AND E X C I T E THE CH I LD 
I M A G I N A T I O N . SUCH A TECHNIQUE - USING C L E V E R L Y DRAWN AND 
E A S I L Y UNDERSTOOD CARTOONS - I S ACCEPTED AS A H IGHLY E F F E C T I V E 
METHOD OF I N F L U E N C I N G YOUNG P E O P L E ; AND THE RE - INTRODUCT ION OF 
C H A R L I E CHEESECAKE SHOULD I B E L I E V E WORK IN E X C E L L E N T L Y WITH 
THE CURRENT CAMPAIGNS OF THE CH I LD AND HOME SAFETY COMMITTEE 
AND THE NAT IONAL SAFETY C O U N C I L . THE NAT IONAL SAFETY C O U N C I L ' S 
CAMPAIGNS IN THE AREA OF CH I LD AND HOME SAFETY HAVE BEEN OF 
RECENT YEARS E S P E C I A L L Y HARD H I T T I N G . THEY HAVE BEEN AIMED AT 
CREAT ING MUCH GREATER P U B L I C AWARENESS OF THE N E C E S S I T Y FOR CARE 
IN THE HOME, ON BEACHES AND ON THE ROADS. I B E L I E V E THAT THE 
CAMPAIGNS HAVE BY AND LARGE HAD SOME S U C C E S S . THE L A T E S T F I G U R E S 
REVEAL THAT THE COMBINED NUMBER OF ACC IDENTS IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A I S 
L I K E L Y TO BE LOWER THAN IT HAS BEEN IN THE PAST THREE Y E A R S . 
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THE R I S E IN THE NUMBER OF ACC IDENTS WOULD APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN 
CHECKED . I HOPE C H A R L I E CHEESECAKE CAN HELP T H I 5 TREND . THE 
16 I N C I D E N T S P U B L I C I S E D IN H IS BOOK INCLUDE THE MOST COMMON 
ROAD AND HOME A C C I D E N T S , WHILE THE SAFETY H INTS ARE ONES WHICH 
SAFETY ORGANISERS HAVE ALWAYS TR IED TO FORCE HOME TO C H I L D R E N . 
I THINK THAT THE ACTION OF THE CH I LD AND HOME SAFETY COMMITTEE 
AND RCAD SAFETY C O U N C I L , GEO. HALL AND SONS, AND 5 - A . D . , IN 
SPONSORING THE BOOK, I S ONE WHICH I N D I C A T E S A S I G N I F I C A N T AND 
R E S P O N S I B L E APPROACH TO COMMUNITY A F F A I R S AND CHILD SAFETY G E N E R A L L Y . 
ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT MAY I WARMLY WELCOME THE RETURN OF 
CHARL I E C H E E S E C A K E . 
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